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Building a Data Centric Portal in SharePoint

ÇMy Key Point: ñYou should build your next data

application in SharePoint.  Hereôs why and hereôs how!ò

ÇPart 1 ïWhy you should

ÇPart 2 ïHow to do it / Examples



Sample Dashboard (Demo)

Clicks directly to CRM System Export to Excel
Standard 
document libraries

Alternate formats (charts, etc.) Drop-downs with lookupsStandard SP 
Lists

Multi-links



Building a Data Centric Portal in SharePoint

ÇA short history of the Office-based applicationé

ÇSharePoint is the next step in the evolution of the 

Office-based application

Excel Access                   SharePoint

SharePoint is a much more powerful ñraw materialò for building 
applications.  It fundamentally shifts the power of applications to 
the end users!



Why SharePoint for Data Applications?

ÇReduced Up-front Costs: You already own most of what 

you need.

ÇReduced Dev. Costs: Security, user interface, already 

done

ÇReduced Maintenance Costs: Easy to change, very 

flexible

The key issue with reduced costs is not just $$ savings, 
itôs that it makes collaborative applications possible that 
previously were not feasible!

A quick thought on costsé



Building a Data Centric Portal in SharePoint 

1. Instant gratification!

2. Because nobody has the time/resources to build another 

custom UI!

3. Many of these collaborative applications will not be feasible 

ñthe old fashioned wayò

4. The people who will use the application can significantly 

participate in building the application.

5. Most applications can be build with little to no code.

6. You already own most of what you need to build it.

7. Other people have tried it, and it works! (Kids, donôt try this 

argument with Mom)

8. Most people actually like to use SharePoint, increasing 

chances of the application being used!

Top 8 Reasons You Should Use SharePoint for Building 

Your Next Data Focused Application:



Building a Data-Centric Portal in SharePoint

1. If soé great.

2. If you are skeptical about howé stick with me

3. If you need more convincingé letôs talk afterwards

Are You Convinced?



Building a Data-Centric Portal (3 Steps)

1. Define Functional Requirements in a way appropriate 

for the kind of portal we are trying to build.

2. Determine what technology we will use to build our 

solution

3. Implement our solution in the chosen technology

The importance of organizing this effort cannot be overstated.  
What we donôt want is ñweb part chaosò for our administrators 
and end-users.

Assuming we have created the general requirements for our 

system, we need to complete threekey project requirementsé



Data Centric PortaléThe Big Hurdle

DATA SOURCES

Data Queries/ 
Definitions

Corporate 
Data 
Sources

Drag & Drop Data-Centric Web Parts

SharePoint 2003 and 2007 Sites

Document
Libraries

Custom 
Lists



What About the Data?

?

SHAREPOINT SITES
INTEGRATION TECHNOLOGY
Ç Define data access

Ç Define views of my data

Ç Define security

Ç Define specific queries (large #)

Ç Provide display options

Ç Manage all of this!!!

Databases

Web Services

DATA SOURCES

XML Files Options:

VBDC

VBuild Own Web

VVendor Provided

VReporting Services

V3rd Party Solutions (data)

VOther



Definition Process (Step 1)

Invoices
Accounts
Etc.

LIBRARY OF BUSINESS DATA

SHAREPOINT SITES

Employee  

Customer  

Third Party  

ROLES

Databases

Web Services

DATA SOURCES

XML Files

?

INTEGRATION 
TECHNOLOGY

Data and Access 

Definitions

Define Views 

and Permissions

SharePoint 

Roles

Define

Layouts

Define:

VSharePoint Roles

VData Access Methods

VViews

VPermissions

VLayouts


